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Sanofi iDEA-TECH Awards North America 2024-2025 

Call for Pre-Proposals 
 

 
Description & Objectives 
 
Sanofi is a global pharmaceutical company committed to improving access to healthcare and supporting the 
patients we serve throughout the continuum of care.  
 
The Sanofi iDEA-TECH Awards initiative is designed to innovate through collaborations, with a focus on cutting-
edge digital and data tools and new technologies for R&D applications. The goal is to: 
 

• Identify new projects and help develop new approaches and translational technologies from key 
academic institutions and start-ups  

• De-risk cutting-edge science and technologies that can bring high potential value to R&D 

• Build strong relationships with new partners that can lead to longer-term partnerships  
 
Each selected Investigator will collaborate with Sanofi and receive up to $150K USD*, have a dedicated Sanofi 
scientific expert assigned to the project for 1-year and gain privileged access to developing an extended 
collaboration. 
*Funding includes indirect costs and cannot be used to fund a clinical trial 

 
Sanofi’s main objectives in creating the iDEA-TECH Awards program are to rapidly start one-year projects that 
maximize the opportunity for continued collaborations of mutual interest. 
 

Application Process 

 
iDEA-TECH Awards 2024-2025 is open to academic institutions and start-ups across North America. 
 
Ideas must be submitted using the provided Pre-proposal template and submitted via the  
iDEA-TECH portal link.  Before submitting, please work with your Tech Transfer Office (TTO) or business office to 
make sure that your proposal is aligned with the scope and fulfills the application criteria of the call (see below 
for a list of discussion points to have with your TTO or business office): 

- Selected institutions will collaborate with Sanofi during the 12-month iDEA-TECH award 
- Selected institutions will agree to allow Sanofi a 30-day review prior to submittal of any outputs of this 

funding award (i.e., publications, etc.) 
- Selected institutions will pre-negotiate any third-party involvement, as applicable, between the selected 

institution and the third party prior to signing the iDEA-TECH award contract 
- Receiving the iDEA-TECH award is contingent on the institution completing the various contracting stages 

(research plan development, initial contract redlines, contract signing) within the Sanofi contracting 
timeline (see below timeline) 

Pre-proposals that are not validated by your institution TTO (for academic PIs) or do not fit with the guidelines 
(format, timeline, etc.) will not be evaluated. Please note that pre-proposals must not contain any confidential 
information or unpublished results and cannot include 3rd party collaborators other than those involved in the 
iDEA-TECH Awards initiative. 
 
Submission portal link: iDEA-TECH North America 2024 
  

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/02442d966b114753b048096e0a08d35c
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/02442d966b114753b048096e0a08d35c
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Selection process 
 
Projects will be prioritized through a 2-step selection process.  
 
Step 1: The first step involves the evaluation of the 3-page pre-proposal form (enclosed template), which was 
designed to be easy to populate and review. Please note that there is no requirement around the level of maturity 
for each project at this stage. However, the Investigator must provide clear objectives and a concrete work-plan 
achievable within 12 months. Pre-proposals should also address one or several of the priority areas of interest 
described below under the “scope of the call”. 
 
Step 2: Selected pre-proposals will need to be developed further in the form of a detailed proposal (8 to 10-pages 
document) and reviewed for final selection by the Sanofi Steering Committee. Based on the feedback the 
Investigator may be asked to work with a Sanofi Champion to refine their proposal. 
 

Sanofi iDEA-TECH Awards timeline 
 

Main steps Due date 

Call for Pre-Proposals November 4, 2024 

Deadline for Pre-Proposals submission December 12, 2024 

Call for detailed proposals February 3, 2025 

Deadline for Detailed Proposals submission March 7, 2025 

Steering Committee Meeting May 16, 2025 

Awardees notified, pending contract signing June 6, 2025 

Research plan finalization July 11, 2025 

Contract redlines/comments August 29, 2025 

Contract signed October 6, 2025 

Start of projects November 3, 2025 

 

Should you have any further question regarding the initiative, application, selection process, scope, etc. please contact: 
SRI-NA@sanofi.com 
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Scope of the Call  

iDEA-TECH Awards 2024-2025 Cycle 
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